Terrorism                        425
Beginning with that memorable Saturday, the 25th
of August, a series of terrorist attacks continued for
several months with hardly a day of interruption, not
only at St. Petersburg, but all over Russia. Due to the
energetic methods of repression adopted by M, Stoly-
pine they became gradually less frequent. He showed
extraordinary bravery and, in spite of the fact that his
own life was especially aimed at, he took but little pre-
caution against possible attempts, escaping a succession
of plots, one of which was particularly audacious and
original. A group of terrorists were arrested by the
police at the very moment that they were about to carry
it out, their plan being to launch a superb red auto-
mobile of German make, loaded with deadly explosives,
at full speed against a door of the Winter Palace leading
to the apartments of the Prime Minister. If this plot
had not been discovered in time the destruction would
have been formidable.
In order to give some idea of the excessive nerve of
M. Stolypine I will mention here an episode which did
not take place until three years later, but which is very
characteristic of the entire period. He was present,
together with several members of his Cabinet, at one
of the first aviation trials in Russia, made by a group
of pilots just returned from France, where they had
learned to fly. One of the aviators begged M. Stolypine
to go up with him and his comrades joined enthusias-
tically in the request, declaring that they would all fed
greatly encouraged by such a proof of confidence 10
their skill. M. Stolypine, without a moment's hesi-
tation, accepted the invitation of the pilot, an officer by
the name of Matzievski, and accompanied him in a flight
which lasted for about half an hour. When he landed
he found all the police in a state of tremendous